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i  REPORT  OF  THE  COAL-SUPPLY 
5  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  AUSTRIA. 


IN- 

Ico 


Extracted  from  a  sketch  of  Kommerzialrat  0.  BERL,  member 
of  the  States-railway-Council. 

October  1919. 

The  following  particulars  and  figures  give  an  exact  account 
of  the  coal  consumption  of  Austria  and  especially  of  Vienna, 
Austria  consumes  monthly   .  .  .  .  1,165.000  tons  of  coal  and 

....      84.000    „     „  coke 

together  1,249.000  tons. 
The  total  output  of  coal  in  Austria  only  amounts 
monthly  to  ......  .     7.400  tons  of  hard  coal  and 

...  .  .  .  .  148.000    „     „  soft  coal  (lignite) 

together  155.400  tons. 
This  production  is  so  small  that  it  is  hardly  worth  mentioning 
and  therefore  we  must  calculate  now  on  a  monthly  import  of  at 
least  1,200.000  tons  the  more  so  as  we  have  actually  no  stock 
on  hand. 

As  at  present  our  manufactories  are  only  partly  working  and 
the  larger  number  has  even  stopped  entirely,  the  rate  of  con- 
sumption under  normal  conditions  must  be  fixed  at  far  higher 
figures.  The  quantity  stated,  namely:  1,200.000  tons  monthly  is 
therefore  the  minimum  required  for  Austria. 

Enclosure  1    shows  the  amount  requisite  for  railways,  J^10,- 
steamers,  gas-  and  electricity  works,  manufactories,  household- 
requirements  etc. 

Enclosure  2.  The  consumption  for  Vienna  including  the  Encio- 
22  districts  composing  the  city  amounts  to  8820  tons  per  day. 


The  quantity  of  coal  given  for  Austria  is  chiefly  based  on 
hard  coal(mineral  coal)-evaporation  of  7000-  and  not  on  soft  or 
lignite  coal. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  coal  trucks  every  endeavour  must 
be  made  to  freight  coal  of  high  calorific  value  in  order  to  avoid 
superflous  loadings.  It  is  not  alone  Austria  which  is  dependent 
on  the  import  of  German  hard  coal  but  also  those  countries 
formerly  comprising  Austria-Hungary.  This  is  shown  in 
sure 3"  Enclosure  3.  The  figures  in  this  enclosure  show  the  quan- 
tities imported  in  the  year  1913  above  the  coal  production  of 
all  Austria-Hungary,  that  is  in  times  of  peace,  and  hereby  prove 
that  even  in  case  the  production  in  Bohemia  could  be  increased 
it  would  be  impossible  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  the  consumers  of 
the  former  Austro- Hungarian  Monarchy  without  the  import  of 
German  coal  from  the  different  German  coal  fields  (Upper  Silesia, 
Lower  Silesia.  Westphalia). 

The  same  enclosure  shows  the  quantities  of  Bohemian 
coal  exported  to  Germany.  The  consumers  in  Saxony,  and  Bava- 
ria need  Bohemian  coal  just  as  much  as  the  consumers  of  Austria 
or  Bohemia  require  German  coal.  Bohemia  even  in  the  year  1913 
imported  large  quantities  of  German  coal  over  and  above  her 
own  production.  In  the  last  year  of  peace  (1913)  the  following 
quantities  were  imported : 

COAL    BRIKETS   COKE  TOTAL 

From  Upper  Silesia  to  Bo- 
hemia   833.021        4767       15.654       853.442  tons 

Moravia  and  Silesia  ....  2,545.426    ■    1981      65.435     2,612.842 tons 

from  Lower  Silesia  to  Bo- 
hemia   953.842       7450     337.002     1 ,298.294  tons 

Moravia  and  Silesia  .  .  .  .      61.637  40      15.883        77.560  tons 

total  consumption  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Silesian  coal, 
brikets  and  coke  of  Bohemia, 

Moravia  and  Silesia.  .  .  4,393.926     14.238     433.974     4,842.138  tons 


over  and  above  the  total  outputs  of  these  countries. 

In  certain  districts  of  Bohemia,  German  hard  coal  is  desirous 
on  account  of  the  lower  freight  rates  and  for  its  being  of  a  better 
quality  than  Bohemian  coal. 

Although  the  mines  of  Ostrau  and  Karwin  are  situated  in 
Moravia  and  Silesia  large  quantities  of  German  coal  have  been 
imported  regularly  for  manufactoring   and  domestic  purposes. 
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Statistics  show  the  import  of  German  Upper  Silesian  coal  for 
1913  to  have  been  as  follows: 

HARD-COAL  FUEL  COKE 

1.  To  Austria  with 

Moravia  and  Silesia  .  .  .  5,306.509  31.763  72.688  tons 

2.  To  Bohemia 

a)  from  Upper  Silesia  .  .    833.021  4.767  15.654  „ 

b)  from  Lower  Silesia  .  .    953.842  7.450  337.002  „ 

3.  To  Hungary,  Walachei  etc.  2,666.351  40.453  62.356  „ 

4.  To  Galicia,  Bukowina, 

Moldau  1,977.726  14.660  70.213  „ 

The  quantities  imported  to  Galicia  do  not  give  the  exact 
figures  as  to  the  coal  required  in  this  country  for  the  reason 
that  the  Austrian  State  railways  imported  coal  for  the  entire 
lines  of  all  Austria  and  this  is  included  in  the  amount  given. 

HARD-COAL    FUEL  COKE 
via  Szczakowa  up  to  ...   .  326.629  15  27.274 

„    Oswiexzim   „    „   .  .  .  .378.696         6.084  81 
a  year. 

The  output  of  German  hard  coal  of  all  sorts  in  1913  amounted  to 
43,801.056  tons  from  Upper  Silesia  and 
6,012.000    „       „     Lower  „ 
Of  this  the  former  Austro-Hungarian  Monarchy  received 
11,098.162  tons  from  Upper  Silesia  and 
1,464.141     „       „  Lower 
The  requirement  of  the  former  Austro-Hungarian  Monarchy 
was  covered  for  decades  with  a  good  third  by  the  coal  produced 
in  Upper  Silesia. 

It  is  a  matter  of  fact  that  as  the  total  output  of  coal  in 
Austria  as  mentioned  only  amounts  to  about  150.000  tons  monthly 
and  this  principally  Lignite  coal,  she  depends  entirely  upon  the 
import  of  coal  and  primarily  from  Germany. 

The  export  of  Bohemian  soft  coal  to  Germany,  that  is 
Saxony  and  Bavaria,  amounted  to 

7,016.606  tons  in  the  year  1913 
5,534.230  „  „  „  „  1914 
5,158.400  „  „  „  „  1915 
5,265.250  „  „  „  „  1916 
3,943.460     „     „     „      „  1917 
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As  the  Austrian  manufacturers  depend  upon  the  German  hard 
coal,  it  is  naturally  just  the  case  with  the  Saxon  and  Bavarian 
manufacturers  with  regard  to  the  Bohemian  soft  coal.  It  is 
really  necessary  to  avoid  that  coal  is  sent  a  long  circuitous 
route  thus  causing  an  immense  increase  in  the  cost.  Moreover 
the  locomotives  and  trucks  are  not  used  to  the  best  advantage 
and  finally  an  immense  amount  of  coal  is  uselessly  consumed  in 
forwarding  the  coal. 

Very  much  could  be  achieved  were  the  attention  directed  to 
reestablishing  the  former  conditions  of  trade  in  general  as  quickly 
as  possible.  This  is  urgent  both  economically  and  technically, 
for  many  factories  depend  upon  the  use  of  certain  sorts  of  coal 
and  as  already  mentioned,  the  already  great  losses  will  increase 
considerably  if  this  is  not  taken  into  consideration. 

It  is  most  important  that  the  coal  trains  are  allowed  to  reach 
their  destination  without  being  held  up  on  the  way,  and  this 
factor  must  be  held  in  view. 

Concerning  the  import  of  German  coal  the  question  of 
waggons  and  locomotives  is  of  great  importance. 

According  to  the  conditions  of  armistic  Germany  has  to 
deliver  5000  locomotives  and  150.000  waggons.  This  delivery  has 
called  forth  an  immense  misery  of  traffic,  still  aggravated  by  the 
circumstance,  that  the  most  solid  engines  were  required  by  the 
Entente.  For  German  traffic  there  remained  only  material  of 
inferior  quality  and  the  repairing  state  of  the  whole  traffic- 
material  amounts  to  the  enormous  hight  of  40%. 

The  coal  supply  of  Austria  suffers  most  severely  by  these 
circumstances.  The  total  ruin  of  Austria  can  be  still  prevented  in 
last  hour  if  the  Entente  cedes  to  Germany  a  waggonage  of  at 
least  250  locomotives  and  20.000  waggons  under  the  condition, 
that  it  is  solely  used  for  providing  those  districts  of  the  former 
Austro-Hungarian  Monarchy  with  coals,  which  are  the  most  needy. 

Passing  over  to  the  production  in  the  different  countries 
the  following  figures  will  prove  that  no  single  one  is  so  ill- 
supplied  as  Austria. 

1.  BOHEMIA. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  former  Austrian  soft-coal  production 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Czecho-Slovakian  Republic;  also 
the  important  mines  of  Ostrau-Karwin  with  an  output  of 
30.000  tons  a  day  —  the  future  of  the  Karwin  district  is  not  yet 
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decided  —  further  the  mines  of  Kladno  with  8000  tons  a  day, 
of  Rossitz  with  1200  tons  a  day,  all  of  hard  coal.  The  former 
Austrian  soft-coal  production  amounts  to  75.670  tons  a  day. 
Of  course  the  production  is  reduced  at  present. 


2.  THE  SOUTH  SLAVE  (JUGOSLAVE) 

own  the  mines  of  Trifail,  Hrastnig  &  Sagor  with  a  daily  production 

of  formerly 

Styria  .  3800  tons 

Gottschee   350  „ 

Arsa   350  „ 

Siveritsch  (Dalmatia)  ....   280  ,V 
and  the  entire  output  of  Bosnian  coal  and  moreover  it  is  possi- 
ble to  cover  their  demand  by  sea  imports. 

3.  HUNGARY. 

Even  in  case  she  loses  the  Transylvania  mine  Hungary 
still  has  the  mines  of 

Fiinfkirchen         with  about   2000  tons  a  day 

Salgo-Tarjan  „      „   .  3000 

Totis-Banhida         „       „  .   6000 

Granszaszvar         „       „   1500 

Ajka  „       ,/   300 

Vorosvar  „       „   1500 

Bors6der  district     „       „    2000 

Brennberg  „       „   400 

in  times  of  peace,  besides  various  other  mines. 

4.  GALICIA 

posseses  important  unexported  coal  districts  and  besides  the 
present  production  from 
Tenezynek  with  a  production  of  about 
Jaworzno 
Siercza 


Brzeszce 
Dom  s 
Silesia 
Janina 


280  tons  a  day 
2400 
1400 
600 
1300 
620 
440 


together  7040  tons  a  day. 
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Moreover  Poland  now  has  command  of  the  important  coal 
mines  of  the  former  Russian  Poland  which  produces  daily  about 
12.000  tons.  Poland  has  even  now  an  abundance  of  coal. 

As  already  stated  Austria  can  only  produce  about  155.000  tons 
of  lignite  monthly,  and  this  is  of  very  poor  quality. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  will  be  seen  that  the  industries 
and  other  coal  necessities  (quite  apart  from  the  fact  of  heavy 
freightages  and  the  long  distances  from  which  the  coal  must  be 
brought)  simply  cannot  be  maintained  unless  speedy  help  in  the 
way  of  coal  be  brought.  Means  must  also  be  found  that  imme- 
diately the  normal  production  in  Germany  and  especially  Upper 
Silesia  prevails  and  that  proper  means  be  at  hand  in  the  way 
of  locomotives  and  trucks  for  the  transport  of  coal  in  the  coun- 
tries formerly  comprising  Austria  -  Hungary,  as  already  mentioned 
on  page  4. 

As  shown,  Bohemia,  Moravia  and  Silesia,  the  present  Czecho- 
Slovakian  Republic,  require  large  quantities  of  German  coal.  The 
situation  of  Austria  has  become  worse  of  late  years  by  reason 
of  large  quantities  of  coal  having  been  delivered  to  Hungary  at 
the  cost  of  Austria. 

Enclosure  4  shows  the  export  from  Austria  to  Hungary  in 
the  year  1906  till  1917. 

Enclosure  5  shows  the  former  export  of  Hungarian  coal  to 
Austria.  This  export  dwindled  down  gradually  during  the  war 
and  was  completely  stopped  during  the  last  years. 

If,  therefore;  the  purchasing  power  of  Austrian  industries  and 
private  consumers  is  to  be  upheld,  it  is  absolutely  necessary,  to 
create  means  in  order  to  prevent  its  industries,  commerce  and 
traffic  from  going  completely  to  rack  and  ruin.  It  is  impossible 
to  describe  the  consequences  which  might  arise  were  the  want 
of  employment  to  become  worse  than  it  is  now.  The  Austrias 
are  good-natured  people  but  they  must  not  be  put  to  still  harder 
trial,  the  more  so,  as  they  have  set  great  hopes  on  the  coming 
of  the  Entente  Commission. 

It  is  without  doubt  of  great  importance  to  the  Entente  that 
the  industries  of  Germany  as  well  as  those  of  Austria,  which 
depend  on  the  deliveries  of  coal  from  Upper  Silesia,  are  not 
brought  to  a  perpetual  stillstand  which  would  bring  in  its  train 
continual  disturbances.  It  is  evident  that  it  would  not  be  possible 
to  pay  the  employees  if  the  works  were  closed. 
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An  increase  of  production  in  every  respect  must  rather  be 
the  aim  of  all,  whether  friend  or  enemy. 

It  should  also  be  the  subject  of  serious  consideration  as  to 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  advantageous,  in  the  interest  of  a 
rise  in  the  output  of  coals,  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  the 
workman  themselves  for  a  part-payment  of  their  wages  (on 
condition  of  output  of  a  certain  amount  of  tons  per  head 
monthly),  in  food  stuffs,  clothing,  slives  etc.  for  themselves  and 
their  families  and  the  rest  to  be  paid  in  money. 

Finally  it  must  be  mentioned  that  in  the  amount  of  coal  re- 
quired by  the  railways  is  included  that  of  the  „  Siidbahn"  in 
which  as  is  well  known,  a  large  amount  of  French  capital  is 
invested.  If  the  Siidbahn  be  not  helped  quickly  to  obtain  Silesian 
coal  as  before,  the  Siidbahn  will  be  ruined  economically  as 
well  as  those  industrial  undertakings  situated  on  its  lines  which 
alone  make  the  economic  existence  of  the  Siidbahn  possible. 

SUMMARY. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  is  clear  that  even  were  there 
to  be  an  important  rise  in  the  production  of  coal  in  the  Czecho- 
Slowacian  Republic  the  requirements  of  Austria  could  not  be 
covered  because  the  quantity  of  German  coal  imported  in  times 
of  peace  could  not  be  compensated. 

5  ENCLOSURES. 
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ENCLOSURE  1. 


MONTHLY  REQUIREMENT  OF  COALS 
OF  THE  REPUBLIC  AUSTRIA. 

COAL  COKE 


  35.507  tons 

15 

tons 

Salt  works  

 11.510 



 165.046 

n 

59.108 

  20.330 

4.488 

Railways  and  Steam-navigation  .  . 

 314.652 

5.633 

  24.238 

1.757 

  22.704 

805 

  39.603 

2.706 

  4.357 

48 

Textile  and  leather  industry    .  .  . 

 14.114 

185 

  1.964 

10 

  26.573 

I 

.....  2.330 

80 

  582 

50 

  85.388 

n 

Water  works  

.....  450 

» 

Electrical  works  

 41.634 

» 

  9.460 

1.580 

Sanitary  institutions  

  67 

» 

290 

Contingent  of  the  country    .  .  .  . 

  344.460 

7.115 

» 

Sum  LI 64.969  tons 

83.870 

tons 

Therefore  total  requirement:  1,248.839  tons 

Coal  production  of  Austria  in  September  1918 

Hard-coal   7.430  tons 

Soft-coal    .  .  .  .  .  .  .148.007  „ 

Sum  155.437  tons 

The  above  mentioned  total  requirement  of  1,248.839  tons  is  chiefly 
based  on  coal  of  high  calorific  value.  Therefore  the  requirement  of 
Austria  would  be  with  regard  to  the  quantities  covered  with  12%;  but  in 
fact  it  is  not  so,  because  the  soft-coal  here  raised  is  consisting  mostly  of 
lignite  and  the  security  can  be  reckoned  only  about  6%.  Austria  is 
therefore  entirely  dependent  on  import.  During  peace-time  the  want  was 
chiefly  covered  by  foreign  hard-coal  of  the  Upper  Silesian  mines,  because 
it  is  natural,  that  coal  only  of  the  neighbouring  districts  comes  in  question. 
Moreover  hard-coal  is  much  more  worth  money  on  account  of  its  high 
calorific  value  and  also  of  technical  reasons.  The  distances  amount:  From 
Oderberg  to  Vienna  276  kilometer,  from  Briix  to  Vienna  494  kilometer 
therefore  all  must  be  tried,  that  first  of  all  the  high  valued  Upper  Silesian 
hard-coal  is  delivered  via  Oderberg. 


ENCLOSURE  2. 


Vienna  and  the  manufactory  suburbs  Floridsdorf  and  Floridsdorf-Jedlesee 

consumed  in  the  last  year  of  peace  (1913)   1,554.580  tons 

of  German  Upper  Silesia  Coal. 

The  districts  Hernals,  Heiligenstadt,  Ottakring,  Gersthof,  Nuti- 
dorf,  Simmering,  Michelbeuern,  Hutteldorf,  Stadlau,  Klein- 
Schwechat  and  Matzleinsdorf  143.890  „ 

therefore  the  whole  of  Vienna  and  all  suburbs   1,698.470  tons 

all  quantities  in  German  Upper  Silesia  Coals. 

Besides  Vienna  consumed  in  the  year  of  1913  about  ....  248.050  „ 
of  Bohemian  soft-coal,  then  for  the  purposes  of  the  Vienna 

Gas-  and  Electrical-works  at  least   700.000  „ 

from  the   Austro  Moravia -Silesian  (now  Czecho-  Slovakia) 

mines. 

The  supply  of  Vienna  amounts  therefore  to  about  .  .  .  .  2,646.520  tons  a  year 

or  8820  tons  a  work-day 

a  year  considered  with  300  work-days. 


ENCLOSURE  3. 


IMPORT  OF  COAL  FROM  GERMANY  TO  AUSTRIA- 
HUNGARY. 


YEAR                             HARD-COAL  SOFT-COAL  .  TOTAL 

1913   12,748.021  30.998  12,779.019  tons 

1914                                    9,495.583  30.741  9,526.324  „ 

1915                                     9,032.647  38.540  9,071.187  „ 

1916   10,967.339  36.708  11,004.047  „ 

1917                                     9,759.008  24.932  9,783.940  „ 

EXPORT  OF  COAL  FROM  AUSTRIA-HUNGARY  TO 
GERMANY. 

1913                                      452.725  7,016.606  7,469.331  tons 

1914                                       332.248  5,534.230  5,866.478  „ 

1915                                   1,110.027  5,158.400  6,268.427  „ 

1916                                       473.665  5,265.250  5,738.915  „ 

1917                                       168.661  3,943.460  4,112.121  „ 


The  export  consists-as  the  figures  show-chiefly  in  soft-coal. 
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ENCLOSURE  4. 


EXPORT  OF  AUSTRIAN  COAL  TO  HUNGARY. 


VFAR 

SOFT-OOAI 

HARD-COAI 

COKE 

FUEL 
BRIQUETTES 

TOTAL 

1906 

1 19.395 

706.360 

oa  1  ^nn 

301.709 

too 

522 

1,127.980  tons 

1907 

244.234 

785.493 

no  n  jo 

338.048 

4.143 

1,371.918  ,, 

1908 

184.674 

775.293 

431.701 

OAT 

597 

1,392.365  „ 

1909 

161.730 

946.8  lb 

/i  /i n  net; 

449.955 

969 

1    CCA  ^TA 

1,559.470  „ 

1910 

141.760 

836.545 

1  .U/0 

1    A  OK  O  /I  O 

1 ,425.248  „ 

191 1 

155.301 

1,013.217 

A  "71  1  £  1 

4/2.101 

04y 

1,641.228  „ 

2 1  2.300 

i ,  1 1  y.yyz 

00 1 . 1  o4 

oOO 

l  ,o83.oy  /  „ 

1913 

210.250 

1,108.969 

623.552 

471 

l  ,943.242  „ 

1914 

219.900 

1,097.900 

520.000 

7.100 

1.844.900  „ 

1915 

203.900 

1,140.600 

477.300 

26.503 

1,848.300  „ 

1915 

337.398 

1,458.077 

625.221 

5.568 

2,426.264  „ 

1917 

248.518 

1,184.334 

604.851 

11.767 

2,049.470  „ 

1918 

figures  are  not  completely  at  hand, 

only  January 

-September 

218.830 

869.267 

389.98ft 

408 

1,478.494  tons 

ENCLOSURE  5. 


IMPORT  OF  HUNGARIAN  SOFT-COAL  FROM  THE  DIFFERENT 
HUNGARIAN  DISTRICTS  TO  AUSTRIA. 


1906    344.934  tons 

1907    298.406  „ 

1908    270.374  „ 

1909    287.023  „ 

1910    260.196  „ 

1911   245.398  „ 

1912    240.934  „ 

1913    228.616  „ 

1914    202.630  „ 

1915   127.387  „ 
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